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Arms Control:
Eager to Please

Although the Senate has mandated Prwdent Reagan
to report on Soviet arms control violations by Dec. 1.
White House Chief of Staff James A. Baker has delayed
the report until after next month’s talks in Geneva be-
tween Secretary of State George Shultz and Soviet For-
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko so as not to anger the
Russians. To

To specialists in the Defense Department and
CIA, Baker’s decision conveved an attitude of timidity
and excessive eagerness to please,
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imminent appointment of arms control elder statesman
Paul Nitze as the president’s “special ambassador” and
chief negotiator. Although Nitze is widely respected, his
tmdencytooperateandnegonatemlnsownhasrmsed
eyebrows among hard-liners.

mpr&GemevataskofpreppmgS!nmz.whoseladcof
familiarity with nuciear weapons has surprised Pentagon
experts, has proved awesome. It leaves no time for other
activities by administration critics of easy-come arms

. control agreements. These specialists are sweating out

sepantenegouamgmmsonoutﬂmddense
systems, oﬂ'enswestrateg)carmsand
termediate weapons.. “They’ve hit us with ma'edxbie
time restraints, so much that we can’t even move agamst
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delaying the violations report or anythmg eise. a hxgh~
level arms~control skeptic told us.
Baker has agreed to let the president 5Iettu to

the Senate with a secret summary of the 19 Soviek wiola i

tions and a statement that the full report will be senf435%
Congress on Feb. 1. If then, why not now?". it b ke
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gering a resumption of the arms controi process, -Delays
ing the violations report would have seemed unthinkable.
last September, whmtheSemteunposetIﬂie.PagJ
deadhne.ltreqmredtheprwdmthunsdftnmbnﬂt-ﬂle
IatstUS.ﬁndmgsaboutSov:etnamnplmwc ;
isting SALT agreements. Thatstncunewuﬁul?havw"i“
with Baker. He has said privately thatthe Bnguage: T
would give the report presidential sanctity-and.fassuch, it
wouldbemterpmtedeosoowasashpaﬂnM
Such sensitivity for Soviet feelings compomh?.m -
the conclusions in the ‘violations report. It Tists 12 new
and separate violations not included m last January’s first-
ever noncompliance document issued by any administra-
tion, plus seven updates of earlier violations,  ©”

Baker’s concern not to offend the Kremiin came in the
face of the first unambiguous accusation of ‘Soviet viola-
UmtsevermadebyanutesteofﬁaaLTheprwda\t
personally authorized Robert McFarlane, his'national g&=™ |
curity adviser, to utter this sentence during.CBS's /Face « |
the Nation” on Nov. 25: “We learned that-[the] Soviets -~
violate treaties.” But Baker, w:thShultz'ssumgadma‘-'
cy,nudead:shnd:mbetwemﬂutoutx@tmmmn
and the president’s signature on the Dec. 1
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ance report. One administration insider-'told-us* ﬂﬂt‘“f

Baker, surely reflecting Shultz, feit Gromyko-wéild-take ™
a Reagan-signed document as a “personal mnsult®i it got
out before Geneva. That suggests failure in t 'f)gghqg
levels of the Reagan administration to
And:aGromyko:sgomgtoGenevaforpupu&ofv
Soviet policy and not because he likes GéorgesShukz. :
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timidity nor insults deflect it from its course. .- . - .
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